EAST AURORA
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

2024 RECAP

2024 Grants

In 2024 the East Aurora Educational Foundation approved grants totaling over $97,000
plus an additional $40,000 matching gift.

Empowering Readers: A book vending machine for Parkdale

No soda or snacks here, just books! Students at Parkdale Elementary School will have the opportunity to earn free books from
our book vending machine. As part of a school wide reading incentive program, students who achieve reading milestones will
earn special tokens that they can use to purchase books from the machine and take home to their personal collections.

Sustainable Agriculture Phase 2

The East Aurora Sustainable Agriculture Phase 2 grant will build on the successes and infrastructure from the first grant to
operate the Sustainable Agriculture Lab on the EAHS campus. The program will educate and empower our school and community
to support environmentally and economically beneficial local food production that works within natural systems. The program
aims to create lifelong advocates, consumers and producers of healthy, sustainable and local food.

Where Everybody Belongs (W.E.B.)
Where Everybody Belongs (WEB) is a transitional program that helps 5th grade students feel cared for, supported and connected
as they enter middle school through the use of highly trained 8th grade leaders/mentors.

Playful Possibilities - A Playground for all Ages and Abilities

The brand-new Pre-K and Students with Disabilities Playground will be designed to foster inclusivity, fun, and growth for every
child. This transformative space is where laughter and learning know no bounds. Our entire community will have the opportunity
to experience the joy of an inclusive playground that caters to the diverse needs of the current Parkdale school population.

Low Impact Fitness Room — Additional Teaching Space

The proposed Low Impact Fitness Room will allow Physical Education classes a space to conduct yoga, dance, body weight
training, and TRX Training. It will also provide a space for adapted PE to take place allowing the program to serve all students.
Other uses for the space include rehabilitation for student-athletes, an extra room for sports teams to use for stretching,
meeting, watching film and more.

2024 Distinguished Alumni
Hall of Fame Inductees

In April 2024 the East Aurora Educational Foundation
inducted five outstanding EAHS Alumni into the
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame. These individuals
were nominated by family, friends and coworkers.

12th Annual Celebration Event

4 The East Aurora Educational Foundation's 12th Annual
Celebration Event, held at The Bank of East Aurora on

4l September 26th, was a special night dedicated to recognizing

' = outstanding contributions to our community. A highlight of the
= evening was the presentation of the James Ford Commitment
L to Education Award to Daniel Brunson.

Al Sleeper ’55 (Posthumously),

) H )
Kathryn Moffett 77, Bill Nye 63 & Dan's connection to the East Aurora Union Free School District
i ) | | J . . . .
Sue Brazill ’65, Christine Estabrook’68 spans decades, since 1968, and his service has taken many forms: teacher, vice
The East Aurora Educational Foundation is seeking principal, program coorglinator, consqltant, school board member and prgsident,
nominations for the Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame and East Aurora Educational Foundation board member, to name a few. His
T I SRV e Ml Al R S = WA R -l commitment extends far beyond the school system, encompassing volunteer
the following criteria: excellence in their fields, outstanding [ge]JCERWVids N ETa\VATeler INe]I§-ETalVL NI IR
community service, and contributions to humanity. Scan the
SRR IRUCE NSRS EUUEREUEEUMEI Dan's tireless dedication to both education and the wider community truly
82 Sflls AR P el Sl embodies the spirit of the James Ford Commitment to Education Award.

Mark Your Calendars Do you know someone like Dan?
July 15-16, 2025 The East Aurora Educational Foundation is always accepting nominations.
Give716 Information is available on our website (eastauroraef.org) or by scanning the QR
code below.

July 26, 2025
EA Sidewalk Sale

www.eastauroraef.org
November 6, 2025

13" Annual Celebration Event

@ 716.687.2394
Mansion at Knox Farm




Thank you to our 2024 Volunteers & Donors

2024 Celebration Event

Celebration Committee Members
Kristin Callahan

Kim Crowley-Browne
Betsey Dechert-Boss
Laurie Eden

Abby Embow
Jennifer Fee

Holly Freed

Amy Gates

Andrea Kasperek

Mia Markello

Kim McAtee

Susan McClaren
Kate Ruh

Courtney Schultz
Diane Schultz
Lindsey Soroka

Platinum Sponsors

Webster Szanyi, LLP

Scott Klein Gates Gandolfo -

Wealth Management of Raymond James

Table Sponsors

The Bank of EA

clevermethod modern marketing
East Aurora Advertiser

East Aurora Police Quaker Club
Moog

West Herr

Gold Sponsors

Brian and Patty Russ

Karen Wielinski

Buffalo Construction Consultants
Culov Wealth Management
Curbell Plastics

Delaware North

Fox Run at Orchard Park
Mader Construction Company
On Track Construction

Shaw & Shaw, P.C.

Silver Sponsors

The Danieu Family

Frank and Mary Kay LaForce

Bar Bill Tavern/189 Public House
Cappellino Chevrolet

D.V. Brown & Associates

Grove Roofing Services

Pizza Del Aureos

Bronze Sponsors

Matt and Christy Brown
Richard and Kathleen Clements
Mark and Cathleen Dechert
Jim and Karen Dusel

Laurie Eden

Peg Fletcher

Tim and Holly Freed

James Hoagland and Deborah
Carr-Hoagland

The Mambretti Family

Peter and Suzanne Mercurio
Bill and Michelle Roberts
Brett and Kate Ruh

Diane Schultz

Nicholas and Chelsea Skalski

Bronze Sponsors

42 North Brewing Company
Andrews’ Barber Parlor

Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
The Browne Company

Custom Builders of WNY

Cy’s Elma Pharmacy

East Aurora Faculty Association
East Aurora Family Dentistry
Flaherty Real Estate Services
Great Erie Federal Credit Union
MedBill Management

Personal Touch Food Service
Sakowski & Markello

Loptr LLC/Lowkey Software, LLC
Reed’s Liquors

Robinson Paving

Southwestern Medical Associates
Vidler's 5 & 10

Vision Development of WNY
Young & Wright Architectural

Friend Level Donors

Mike and Mary Anstett

Heidy Arts

Robert and Kathy Aures

Jim and Becky Biddle

Black Diamond Custom Medicare Solution
Paul Blowers and Kathyann Queeno

Ken and Cindy Bojak

Lisa Boldt

Donna Border

Ken Boss and Betsey Dechert-Boss
Gretchen Brough

Gary Browne and Kim Crowley-Browne
Daniel and Margaret Brunson

Joe and Elizabeth Cassidy

Sue Chudy and Kathy Holmes

Elisabeth Chur Tehan

Barbara Chur in honor of Neil M Chur ‘62
Richard and Kathy Clements

Amy Coletti in honor of Jeffrey Markello
Tobias and Autumn Corcoran

Rhonda Cornum

John and Kimberlee Danieu

Mark and Cathleen Dechert

Jim and Karen Dusel

Laurie Eden

Jeff and Tracy Ensminger

Mike and Jill Ervin

Richard and Mary Lou Fischer

Dan and Leayn Flaherty

Peg Fletcher

Jim and Deb Ford

Kathy Ford in memory of James W. Ford Sr.
Timothy and Holly Freed

Mike and Amy Gates

Katherine Gorman

Elaine Harris

Lois Hensel

Jay Hoagland and Deborah Carr-Hoagland
Patrick and Sarah Hornung

Daniel and Janice Horschel in memory
of Vincent Brough

Alison Hyde

John and Maria Improta

George and Violette Janofsky in honor
of Peg Fletcher

Doug and Faith Jantzi in honor of
Jeffrey Markello

Doug and Andrea Kasperek in honor of
EA teachers and students
Kathleen Kirk

Mary Kay & Frank LaForce

P. Jeffrey and Dawn Lewis
Matthew and Kat Librock

Marty and Mim Link

Brian Lombardo

Walt and Patty Lyons

Mark and Meghan Mambretti
Jeff and Mia Markello

Nancy Markello

Halley Maza

Mike and Susan McClaren
Michael and Jacqueline McClure
Cynthia G McDonald

Michaelene McFarlane in honor of
Mia and Jeffrey Markello

Myrna McNaboe

Peter and Suzanne Mercurio
Bryan Mertzlufft

Dan Missert and Sally Logan
Frank and Lynn Nigro

Marty and Lynn Nowak

Billand Ann Nye

Mike and Terri Ohlweiler in honor of
Jeffrey Markello

Andrea Parker

William Perry and Amy Coletti
Barbara Peterson

Peter and Sharon Philips

Pizza Del Aureos

Dale and JoAnn Reeves

Thomas and Jean Ricci

Catherine Roach

Bill and Michelle Roberts

Betsey Rozanski

Brett and Kate Ruh

Brian and Patty Russ

Andy and Courtney Schultz
Diane Schultz

Robert and Heather Shanahan in
memory of Burt Martin

Daniel and Amy Sheehan in honor of
Jeffrey Markello

Chelsea Skalski

Ned and Nora Snyder

Stephan and Kathryn Soroka
Steven and Jeanine Sortisio
Andrew Spencer and Kara Spencer-Ching
in honor of Jeffrey Markello

Mike and Becky Tehan

Toy Loft

Ralph and Laura Vanner

Don and Maris Vidler

Amy Wagstaff

JoAnn Wahl

Karen Wielinski

Bill and Candace Wlodarczyk



