East Aurora Educational Foundation
2023 Year End Recap

2023 was a milestone year for the East Aurora Educational Foundation.
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11th Annual Celebration Event

At the event, the foundation presented the
prestigious James Ford Commitment to

Education Award to Catherine Warda-Bender.

Catherine is a school psychologist at the
middle school and is known for her ability to
handle sensitive situations delicately and to
communicate with students and families in
crisis, which helps create positive outcomes.

The East Aurora Educational Foundation
is seeking nominations for the Ford
Commitment to Excellence in Education
Award.

This prestigious award, created in memory
of James Ford, will be presented to the
person, organization or group in the East
Aurora community that most exemplifies the
following qualities that Mr. Ford exhibited in
helping to establish the foundation:

» Commitment to the betterment of
education in East Aurora

* Persistent dedication to the cause
* Creative and original thinking

* Involvement in community life

Scan the QR code at the bottom of the page
for information on how to submit your
nomination.

Looking for a new way to give back to the
East Aurora Educational Foundation?

We have added a silent auction to our annual
Celebration Event and are accepting donations to
be included. Please contact Brittany Neumann at

bneumann@eak12.org to donate.

Upcoming_Events

April 26, 2024
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame Breakfast
at The Roycroft Inn

September 26, 2024
12th Annual Celebration Event at The Bank

Scan the QR code for more
information on any of our
events or to stay up-to-date
on all things East Aurora
Educational Foundation.

We have officially given over one million dollars
in grants funded by the generosity of donors like you!

2023 Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame Inductees

In April the East Aurora Educational Foundation inducted five
outstanding EAHS Alumni into the Distinguished Alumni Hall of
Fame. These individuals were nominated by family, friends and
coworkers.

Jason Ohler ‘71
(Posthumously)

Grant Hamilton ‘65

Jeffrey Kibler ‘90
Harry Tsujimoto ‘44
(Posthumously)

Scott More ‘05

Do you know an EAHS graduate who should be in the Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame?

The East Aurora Educational Foundation is seeking nominations for the Distinguished Alumni
Hall of Fame Award. The award honors East Aurora Alumni who meet the following criteria:
excellence in their fields, outstanding community service, and contributions to humanity. Scan
the QR code at the bottom of the page for information on how to submit your nomination.

Meet our new Development Director

In May, we welcomed Brittany (Lazickas) Neumann as our new
Development Director. A 2007 graduate of East Aurora High School,
Mrs. Neumann is excited to give students more opportunities that
weren't available while she attended East Aurora schools.

2023 Grants

In 2023 the East Aurora Education Foundation approved
seven grants totaling over $54,000.

Parkdale Reads
We all know that COVID has made education challenging for our students the last few years. Students
have come to second grade with a wide variety of reading skills, strengths and weaknesses. Our
project aims to meet students at their level and ensure that all students can learn and develop with
materials appropriate for them.

Re- Imagining the English Classroom
This grant enabled the transformation of “pod” spaces into mini-classrooms. The markerboards, lap
desks, and teacher desks purchased through the grant provides the resources needed to create
flexible learning environments, not only in the classroom, but outside the classroom.

Women in Leadership Conference
Empowered women empower women. We seek to develop the skills and resources needed to make
today's college campuses work for us and utilize our networking capabilities beginning at home. We
want to return to WNY as leaders for our communities and our next generations.

Sustainable Agriculture Program
The East Aurora Sustainable Agriculture Program will establish a new class and club on the topic at
EAHS. The students will operate the Sustainable Agriculture Lab on the EAHS campus. The program
will educate and empower our school and community to support environmentally and economically
beneficial local food production that works within natural systems. The program aims to create lifelong
advocates, consumers and producers of healthy, sustainable and local food.

Sensory Friendly Classrooms
Utilizing informed sensory design, the grant components focus upon sensory systems in the classroom.
The grant includes sensory friendly dimmable LED string lighting, Octo Light backlit covers for ceiling
light fixtures, dry erase interactive work tables, plants, and sensory-friendly floor seating for two
classrooms at Parkdale Elementary School.

Community Safety Training
Safety First! The EAUFSD is pleased to offer the first of many hands-only CPR training classes to
members of the local community. Attendees will learn necessary skills that can be used in the event of
emergency.

Creating a Student Led Apparel Design Company
Students plan and execute a school based enterprise. The Devil's Den will reopen as a student-run
apparel design shop. Let us design apparel for your club, team or organization!



Thank you to our 2023 Volunteers & Donors

2023 Celebration Event Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
Webster Szanyi, LLP

Table Sponsors

The Bank
clevermethod

East Aurora Advertiser
Moog

Shaw & Shaw, PC
West Herr

Gold Sponsors

Brian and Patty Russ

Buffalo Construction Consultants, Inc.
Curbell Plastics, Inc

Delaware North

Fox Run at Orchard Park

The Hahn Scott Klein Gates Gandolfo
Group

Mader Construction Company, Inc.

On Track Construction, Inc.

Silver Sponsors

The Danieu Family

Jim and Deb Ford

Frank and Mary Kay LaForce
Jeffrey and Mia Markello
Karen Wielinski

Bar Bill Tavern/ 189 Public House
Cappellino Chevrolet, Inc.

Celtic Industrial Services

Culov Wealth Management
Grove Roofing Services, Inc.
Parkview Halth Services

Pizza Del Aureos

Sakowski & Markello, LLP

Bronze Sponsors

Matthew and Christy Brown
Toby and Autumn Corcoran
Mark and Cathy Dechert
Laurie Eden

Jeffrey and Abby Embow

Jill and Mike Ervin

Peg Fletcher

Timothy and Holly Freed
Jay Hoagland and

Deborah Carr-Hoagland
Matthew and Kat Librock
Mark and Meghan Mambretti
Peter and Suzanne Mercurio
Eric and Mary Nelson

Dick & Debbie O’'Connor
T'Hani Pantoja

Bill and Michelle Roberts
Brett and Kate Ruh

Diane Schultz

Stephen and Lindsey Soroka
Scott and Marnie Uebelhoer

Andrews’ Barber Parlor LLC
Aurora Brew Works

Capital Markets Advisors, LLC
Cy’s Elma Pharmacy

EA Fitness

East Aurora Faculty Association
East Aurora Family Dentistry
Flaherty Real Estate Services
Great Erie Federal Credit Union
Hall, Ricketts, Gurbacki, PC
Harris Beach PLLC

Larwood Pharmacy, Inc.

MedBill Management, LLC
Reed’'s Wines and Liquors
Southwestern Medical Associates, LLP
The Browne Company

Vidler's 5 & 10 Inc.

Wellsville Carpet Town, Inc.,

DBA Ashley Furniture Homestore
Young & Wright Architectural LLC

Celebration Committee Members
Kristin Callahan

Kim Crowley-Browne
Betsey Dechert-Boss
Laurie Eden

Abby Embow
Jennifer Fee

Holly Freed

Amy Gates

Drea Kasperek

Mia Markello

Kim McAtee

Susan McClaren
Kate Ruh

Courtney Schultz
Diane Schultz
Lindsey Soroka

Friend Level Donors

Judson and Colleen Aungst

Paul and Judith Babbitt

Erin Bender

Jim and Becky Biddle

Ken and Cindy Bojak

Lisa Boldt

Donna Border

Ken Boss and Betsey Dechert-Boss
John and Janet Brown

Lisa Brown

Gary Browne and Kim Crowley-Browne
Daniel and Margaret Brunson

Tim and Chris Burke (in memory of
Eleanor S. Gregory)

Sean and Kristin Callahan

Cassidy Family

Catherine Cardina

Bonnie Chmielowiec

John and Kimberly Christensen
Sue Chudy and Kathy Holmes
Diane Clancy

Rachel Clark

Richard and Kathy Clements

Jim and Judi Coder

Chris Cummins and Michelle Lobur
Peter and Heather Dechert

Mark and Cathleen Dechert

Linda Dugan

Jim and Karen Dusel

Laurie Eden

Tracy Ensminger

Elizabeth Fellendorf

Chris and Cory Ferreira

Richard and Mary Lou Fischer

Peg Fletcher (in honor of Connie James)
Jim and Deb Ford (in memory of Saverio
“Skip” Martina)

Tim and Holly Freed

Thomas Hagner and Linda Ulrich-Hagner
Rick and Jackie Hanavan

Elaine Harris (in memory of Tom Harris)
Jay and Kati Hennig

Lois Hensel

Marcia Hoffman

Kristen Holtz

Alison Hyde

John and Maria Improta

Alissa lorio

Dr. George Janofsky

Doug and Drea Kasperek (n honor of EA
kids)

Kathleen Kirk

Jennifer Kmicinski

Frank and Mary Kay LaForce

Matthew and Kat Librock

Mary and Mim Link (in memory of David
Schultz)

Brian Lombardo

Aaron Loganathan and Erin Long
Loganathan

Ehsan and Amber Malek

Jeff & Mia Markello

Nancy Markello (in honor of Jeffrey and
Mia Markello)

Mike and Susan McClaren

Michael and Jacqueline McClure

Jim and Cyndi McDonald

Myrna McNaboe

Bryan Mertzlufft

Bob and Brittany Neumann

Frank and Lynn Nigro

David and Tammy Norman

Mike and Terri Ohlweiler

Suzanne Oliver

Russell Penner

Dale and JoAnne Reeves

Thomas and Jean Ricci

Bill and Michelle Roberts

Lou and Betsey Rozanski (in honor of EA
Volleyball and Coach Lombardo)
Thomas and Nora Ruhland

Andrew and Courtney Schultz

Diane Schultz

Seeger Spargo Consulting, LLC
Seneca Animal Hospital

Marybeth Shaw (in honor of Betsey
Dechert-Boss and Laurie Eden)
Howard & Patty Smith

Ned and Nora Snyder

Stephen and Kathryn Soroka

Steven and Jeanine Sortisio

John and Mary Trendell

Scott and Marnie Uebelhoer

Don and Maris Vidler

JoAnn Wahl (in honor of her grandsons,
Anthony and Sawyer Czekanski)

Cathy Warda-Bender

Karen Wielinski



